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• Since August 2006, SMILE (Selbst Management Initiative Leipzig) has been working to establish the 

entrepreneurial spirit at Leipzig’s universities and research institutes

• Students, graduates and academic personnel who have entrepreneurial ambitions receive support in the 

form of individual coaching sessions on various aspects of the prestart-up phase

• The focus of the programme’s activities is on the personality and the goals of the individuals, who are 

encouraged and prepared for a life of self-employment and lifelong learning

• Around 500 participants take part in approximately 80 activities of different types each semester

• More than 500 start-ups were established in the last 10 years

• SMILE is supported by the ESF, the Free State of Saxony and the Leipziger Stiftung

• Via International Startup Campus SMILE can send teams to China, Vietnam and Japan

Start-Up Support at Leipzig University
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Modules

Selfmanagement!

Realizing+ Using 
Potentials and Aptitudes

Expanding + Developing 
Potentials and Aptitudes

Recognizing + Discovering 
Potentials and Aptitudes
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SMILE offers

SMILE SMILE.medibiz
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Idea Competition

• Idea competition as an 

easy start for regional 

business plan 

competitions.

• In corporation with a 

local bank.

• This year it‘s digital. 

Log in on 30th June 

2020!

https://www.smile.uni-leipzig.de/lgn/

https://www.smile.uni-leipzig.de/lgn/


www.smile.uni-leipzig.de

Some Figures from the Summer term 2019
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Startup Support in Germany and Saxony

SMILE supports academic teams since years to
get first fundings. Various programms are open 
to local teams. Europeans who are settled in 
the region are local. 

https://www.smile.uni-leipzig.de/zugang-zu-
foerdermitteln/

https://www.smile.uni-leipzig.de/zugang-zu-foerdermitteln/
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Leipzig



www.smile.uni-leipzig.de

Example „Natürlicht“

• The tea light without
aluminium

• Mixed team
• SMILE and regional 

competitions
• Festival of lights
• EXIST and SAB scholarship

https://www.natuerlicht.eu

https://www.natuerlicht.eu/
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Management tools

Branding &
Channel 

Innovations

Structure &
Process 

Innovations

Profit Model
Innovations

Network
Innovations

Customer
Engagement
Innovations
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SMILE International
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https://internationalstartupcampus.com/
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Leipzig – City of Culture and Business
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qct

MVbwIxIk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qctMVbwIxIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qctMVbwIxIk
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Leipzig – City of Culture and Business
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Leipzig – City of Startup Culture
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• Numerous incubators and co-working spaces offer founders business premises, 

expertise and dialogue on floorspace totalling several hectares.

• Leipzig is experiencing a new wave of startups with an estimated 200–250 currently 

operating in the city.

• Leipzig is more successful than any other place in eastern Germany at attracting

startups from elsewhere.
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Leipzig – City of Startup Culture
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Leipzig – City of Startup Culture
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Leipzig – City of Startup Culture
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Leipzig – City of Mobility
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Leipzig began flourishing in 1165 at the crossroads 

of two great continental trade routes, the

east–west Via Regia and the north–south Via Imperii. 

And Leipzig’s growth was shaped by the flows of

goods, people and ideas intersecting there.

Nowadays, in the early twenty-first century, far-

sightedly upgraded roads, railways and air routes are 

tapping the enormous potential leveraged by Leipzig 

within the expanded European Union. 

Efficient transport links and the seamless networking 

of individual modes of transport are two of the key 

factors behind the thriving economic development of 

the entire region.
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Leipzig – City of Automotives & Suppliers

25. Juni 2020 24

The Automotive & Suppliers Cluster may be one of 

the youngest in Leipzig – yet it’s also been one of the 

most influential ever since Porsche’s decision in 

1999 to build an assembly plant for

the Cayenne in Leipzig. 

This was followed just two years later by BMW 

choosing Leipzig for its new production plant for 3 

Series compact executive cars.
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Leipzig – City of Healthcare & Biotech
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In Leipzig, research is conducted to develop 

innovative technology for tomorrow’s healthcare 

industry.

Pioneering research institutes, hospitals, clinics, 

commercial companies and startups specialize in 

areas such as smart medical products, e-health 

applications and high-performance diagnostics. 

Leipzig is among world’s frontrunners in the 

development, production and logistics of innovative 

cell therapeutics. The large number of medical trade 

shows and conventions underlines Leipzig’s 

importance as a bastion of healthcare.
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Leipzig – City of Energy & Environment
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Leipzig’s energy and environmental sector has a 

long heritage, a stable foundation comprising

over 1,000 companies, and also outstanding 

development potential with various startups

tackling the challenges of the energy, environmental 

and transport transition. 

Thanks to the presence of long-standing utilities, 

outstanding institutions conducting pioneering 

practical research, and a variety of service providers, 

the actors in the Energy & Environment Cluster do

their bit to ensure a prosperous economy.
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Leipzig – City of Logistics
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Leipzig is the European logistics hub for

multinationals like DHL, AeroLogic, Lufthansa Cargo

and Future Electronics. 

First-class logistics and value-added services have 

arisen in and around Leipzig for car-makers, 

mechanical engineering and microelectronics, thanks 

largely to the 24/7 freight services at Leipzig/Halle 

Airport, Leipzig’s highly motivated, well-trained 

labour pool, the city’s excellent research 

infrastructure, and the progressive cooperation 

between higher education and industry.
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Leipzig – City of Media & Creative Industries
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The media and creative industries sector is one of 

the driving forces behind Leipzig’s

economic success. 

Comprising several sub-sectors, it’s closely linked to 

the rest of the economy and acts as a creative 

catalyst. It combines cultural and artistic ideas and 

products with technological and scientific creativity, 

making the Media & Creative Industries Cluster

a new, high-growth key industry.
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Leipzig – City of Business - Overview
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Leipzig – Companies 1/2
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Leipzig – Companies 2/2
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Leipzig – More information on Economic Development
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https://static.leipzig.de/fileadmin/mediendatenbank/leipzig-

de/Stadt/02.7_Dez7_Wirtschaft_und_Arbeit/80_Amt_fuer_Wirtschaftsfoerderung/1_Unternehmensservice/wibericht2017-en.pdf

More information and publications from

the city of Leipzig‘s Department for

Economic Development and Marketing 

can be found at:

https://www.leipzig.de/?id=2063

https://static.leipzig.de/fileadmin/mediendatenbank/leipzig-de/Stadt/02.7_Dez7_Wirtschaft_und_Arbeit/80_Amt_fuer_Wirtschaftsfoerderung/1_Unternehmensservice/wibericht2017-en.pdf
https://www.leipzig.de/?id=2063
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Leipzig – City of Education & Research
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Leipzig – City of Education & Research
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More than ever before, Leipzig’s institutions of higher 

education and research centres constitute a

central factor of integrated urban development.

Moreover, the dynamics of change in our city 

influence the development opportunities of our 

sciences.
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Leipzig – City of Education & Research
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Leipzig - City of Education & Research
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Leipzig University was founded in 1409, 

which makes it the 2nd oldest in Germany. 

It teaches a wide range of subjects in the 

life sciences, the humanities and social 

sciences, and the natural sciences – to 

around 30,000 students.

Famous students and alumni: 

Wundt – Heisenberg – Ostwald – Hertz – Litt –

Leibniz – Müntzer – Lessing – Goethe – Wagner –

Nietzsche – Kästner ...

And also:

Hans-Dietrich Genscher, 1946-1949, studied Law

Angela Merkel, 1973-1978, studied Physics

Today more than 150,000 alumni from Universität 

Leipzig live all over the world, 
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Leipzig – City of Education & Research
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Leipzig – City of Education & Research
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Leipzig – City of Culture

25. Juni 2020 39

©
 C

h
ri
s
ti
a

n
 M

o
d
la



www.smile.uni-leipzig.de

Leipzig – City of Culture
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Cultural identity is steadily gaining importance in 

fast-growing, rapidly changing Leipzig. It’s bolstered

by the city’s proud civic heritage and its reputation as 

the cradle of the Peaceful Revolution. Leipzig has

the diversity of a metropolis twice its size. 

The challenge is now to hone the quality of this 

offering and to respond appropriately to its 

increasing diversity. The intellectual freedom enjoyed 

by Leipzig must be preserved and its cultural profile 

sharpened.
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Leipzig – City of Culture
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It‘s time to wrap up our

presentation - with a short

cultural tour of Leipzig …

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvHGgqXjWUM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvHGgqXjWUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvHGgqXjWUM
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Leipzig – City of You?
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Where to go from here?
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If you like to continue working with us, 

please join us at our next meeting on July 8!

For the next meeting we would like you to prepare

• a 10min presentation of your project resp. business idea

• an answer to „Why is Germany a target market for you?“

Next time we would like to introduce you to a 

tool for a market entry plan in Germany!
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Contacts

SMILE for ISLYE
Johannes Göckeritz and Christian Hauke
Ritterstrasse 12
04109 Leipzig
Tel.: +49 341 - 97 33755

hauke@smile.uni-leipzig.de
johannes.goeckeritz@uni-leipzig.de
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